
Italian 402

Styles and Stylistics
Professor: Janice M. Aski


Office hours: M W 11:00-12:30 or by appt.

214 Hagerty Hall



Date/Time of finale exam: June 7, 9:30

Telephone: 292-8837 (messages: 2-4938)

E-mail: janiceaski@yahoo.com
Description:

In this course you will learn the skills necessary for writing efficiently and effectively in Italian. We will begin with short, syntactically simple tasks such as writing a postcard and progress to more complex activities, such as writing plot summaries, newspaper articles on current events, and a film review. Approximately one class/week will be devoted to working together with classmates and the instructor to edit and refine your essays. The following grammar points will be introduced or reviewed in relation to the essays in which they will be used: prepositions of time and place, piacere and verbs similar to piacere, the present perfect versus the imperfect, the future tense e the future of probability, the anterior future (recognition only), the present and past conditional, the subjunctive, hypothetical statements. By the end of the course you will be able to write extended essays in Italian in a variety of styles using the appropriate register, style, vocabulary, and grammatical structures.

Required texts:

· Guastalla, Carlo. Giocare con la scrittura. Firenze: Alma Edizioni.

· Italian/English dictionary.

On reserve at the Main Library:

· Lazzarino, Graziana and Annamaria Moneti. 1996. Da capo. 4th edition. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston Harcourt Brace College Publishers.
Method of evaluation:

2 Grammar exams (including the final exam)


25%

Homework (including participation in Carmen discussions)

20%

7 Essays







45%

Participation (attendance, classroom interaction)


10%

Grading scale:

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	B- 80-82
	C 73-77
	D+ 68-69
	E 64-0

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C+ 78-79
	C- 70-72
	D 65-67
	


Exams: There will be 2 grammar exams during the quarter: a midterm and a final. The exams will include the grammar topics covered as well as the new vocabulary introduced in class. (New vocabulary will be written on the board each day. Students will keep lists of the new words presented.) Do not miss the exams. Students will only be allowed a make-up if they contact the instructor beforehand and provide a valid written excuse. A missed exam without prior notification will count as a zero.

Homework: Homework will be assigned each class period to be discussed and/or submitted during the following class period (unless otherwise instructed). If you miss class, you must contact a classmate to find out the material covered and assigned and come to the next class meeting with the work completed. Thoughtful participation in the discussions on Carmen is expected.

Essays: There will be seven essays that will be graded using the attached rubric. All essays are submitted in one draft only. However, the class period following the assignment of all essays will be dedicated to an in-class writing workshop in which students will work closely with the instructor and their peers to edit and revise their work. In order to participate, you must come to class with your essay. If you do not, you will receive a zero for participation that day and you will lose 10% on your final essay grade. The final version of each essay will be submitted in the ‘Drop Box’ in Carmen.
Participation (attendance, classroom interaction): Regular attendance and participation in class are essential for learning a foreign language. Therefore, students should prepare carefully for class by completing all assignments in advance and being ready to participate in class. 
Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Tentative daily schedule

Week 1

3/27 Introduction to the course, Giocare p. 10

3/29 Scrivere una cartolina. Giocare p. 13, le preposizioni di tempo e luogo

3/31 Writing workshop
Week 2

4/3 Le cartoline, piacere e i verbi simili, Giocare pp. 16-17

4/5 Descrivere. Piacere e i verbi simili, Giocare pp. 35, 37

4/7 Writing workshop
Week 3

4/10 [Drop box: Essay 1] Articolo di cronaca. Giocare pp. 44-45 activities 1-4, 

4/12 Articolo di cronaca, Giocare p. 46 activity 5
4/14 Writing workshop
Week 4

4/17 [Drop box ESSAY 2] E-mail. Il condizionale presente e passato, Giocare p. 71 activities 3, 4

4/19 Giocare pp. 73-74, e-mail di diversi gradi di formalità, Giocare pp. 79-81 activities 1-5

4/21 Writing workshop, Giocare pp. 82-83

Week 5

4/24 [Drop box ESSAY 3] Grammar test (vocabolario, le preposizioni, piacere e i verbi simili, il passato prossimo vs. l’imperfetto, il condizionale presente/passato), Giocare p. 59 activities 1, 2, 3

4/26 La biografia. Giocare p. 62

4/27 Writing workshop
Week 6

5/1 [Drop box ESSAY 4] Cocktail party

5/3 La trama di un film. Il futuro e il futuro anteriore, Giocare pp. 40-42

5/4 Film viewing: La vita è bella
Week 7

5/8 Film viewing: La vita è bella
5/10 Writing workshop
5/12 [Drop box ESSAY 5] Il congiuntivo

Week 8

5/15 Il congiuntivo, la preparazione per il dibattito in classe

5/17 Il dibattito. la frase ipotetica (di probabilità)

5/19 La frase ipotetica (Se io fossi fuoco...)

Week 9

5/22 La frase ipotetica
5/24 La recensione di un film. Film viewing: 
5/26 Film viewing: 

Week 10

5/29 Memorial Day – No class

5/31 [Drop box ESSAY 6] Giocare pp. 86-87

6/2 Writing workshop [ESSAY 7 due in Drop Box by 9:30 AM the day of the final exam]
Evaluation of written work


Name ______________________________

Content 

	A
	Significant, interesting, well conceived, appropriate to assignments, stays on task.  Rich in specific details and examples.

	B
	Generally good work, but some facts or arguments may be unsupported, or some repetitions or clichés may be apparent.

	C
	Only adequate development of content and arguments, shows occasional carelessness.

	D
	Inadequately or insufficiently developed.  No effort to make content significant to the topic at hand. Reader may be unsure of writer’s message.

	E       
	Wildly inappropriate or incoherent content.


Grammar

	A
	Good use of grammar, successful effort to use new forms and structures.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension.

	C
	Grammar communicates adequately, but limited in range; frequent errors.

	D
	Meaning often confused; errors very frequent and significant; needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Vocabulary

	A
	Good use of vocabulary, successful effort to use new forms and idioms.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension, but at times poorly calqued from English.

	C
	Limited range of vocabulary, frequent errors and calques from English, or poor dictionary work.

	D
	Very limited vocabulary, meaning often confused; errors very frequent, needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Style and Organization

	A
	Well-organized paragraphs and use of topic and summary sentences, convincing, easy to follow, highly readable.

	B
	Good evidence of structuring of paragraphs, with some unwieldy patterns.

	C
	Some attempts at organization, but few topic, development, or summary sequences.  Difficult to read.

	D
	Style is awkward, lack of organization undermines intelligibility, hard to follow.

	E       
	No evidence of planning in paragraph or sentence structure.


Typographic Accuracy

	A
	Good attention to details

	B
	Spelling, punctuation errors do not impede comprehension

	C
	Frequent errors in spelling and/or punctuation errors: use Spellcheck!

	D
	Unacceptably sloppy; accents not typed; use Spellcheck!

	E       
	Not intelligible.


Suggestions for next time:

